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Hingtjom  Come  ” 


VERYONE  who  makes  this 
prayer  desires  the  Kingdom  to 
come  in  its  extension  and  in  its 
intension.  The  extension  of  the 
Kingdom  means  its  spread  around  the  globe. 
The  coming  of  the  Kingdom  in  its  intension 
means  the  perfect  enthronement  of  Christ  in 
the  heart  of  the  one  who  prays.  The  King¬ 
dom  will  have  come  in  its  extension  when 
everyone  has  heard  the  gospel.  The  King¬ 
dom  will  have  come  to  its  intension  when  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  molds,  not  the  worship  only, 
but  the  business  and  the  politics,  the  learn¬ 
ing  and  the  literature,  the  social  life  and  the 
pleasures  of  all  church  members.  It  was 
the  spread  of  the  Kingdom  in  this  double 
sense  which  John  ^X^esley  had  in  mind  when 
he  defined  the  aim  of  Methodism  as  the 
spread  of  scriptural  holiness  over  the  earth. 

If  we  could  separate  the  two  we  should 
say  that  the  spread  of  the  Kingdom  in  its 
intension  is  the  more  important.  If  the  King¬ 
dom  could  only  come  in  its  fullness  in  a  single 
country,  like  the  United  States,  the  Chris¬ 
tians  of  that  land  would  speedily  evangelize 
the  world.  The  milKons  who  stay  at  home 
and  devote  their  lives  to  the  spread  of  the 
Kingdom  in  its  intension  make  no  mistake  in 
the  end  which  they  have  in  view. 


But  while  these  two  conceptions  of  the 
Kingdom  can  be  logically  dbtinguished  they 
cannot  be  separated  in  life.  It  is  as  absurd 
to  suppose  that  there  can  be  any  recogniz¬ 
able  growth  of  the  Kingdom  in  its  mtension 
without  a  spread  of  the  Kingdom  in  its  ex¬ 
tension,  as  for  the  athlete  to  dream  that  he 
can  strengthen  the  action  of  his  heart  and 
lungs  without  sending  fresh  blood  to  his 
hands  and  feet.  However  earnestly  the 
athlete  is  working  on  lungs  and  heart,  we 
may  be  absolutely  sure  that  if  the  extremities 
are  suffering  the  internal  organs  are  not  doing 
their  duty.  Saint  Paul  teaches  that  the 
church  and,  indeed,  humanity,  is  a  divine 
organism  for  which  Christ  died ;  and  the 
sanctification  of  the  church  will  be  marked 
by  the  evangelization  of  the  world. 

To  say  that  all  our  energies  and  resources 
are  needed  in  the  home  work,  that  we  have 
not  strength  sufficient  for  the  accomplishment 
of  this  indivisible  task  of  bringing  in  the 
Kingdom,  both  in  its  intension  and  in  its  ex¬ 
tension,  in  our  generation,  is  to  leave  God 
out  of  the  account.  As  Phillips  Brooks  said : 
“  We  must  pray  not  for  tasks  in  proportion 
to  our  strength,  but  for  strength  in  proportion 
to  our  tasks.” 

Sanctification  and  service  were  indissolubly 
joined  in  Jesus.  ”  For  their  sakes  I  sanctify 
myself,”  as  if  sanctification  with  Christ  were 


only  a  preparation  for  his  higher  service  of 
the  race.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the 
disciples  warned  Jesus  that  Herod  sought 
his  life,  he  calmly  answered :  “  Go  tell  that 
fox  that  I  work  miracles  to-day  and  to¬ 
morrow,  and  the  third  day  I  am  what? 
Crucified?  Yes,  that  is  what  externally 
happened ;  but  that  is  not  what  occurred  in 
the  Spirit  of  Jesus:  “  And  the  third  day  I  am 
perfected ;  ”  as  if  his  death  for  the  race  were 
the  achievement  of  his  own  perfection.  If 
Jesus  could  not  achieve  perfection  without 
offering  his  life  for  our  redemption,  how  can 
American  Christians  dream  of  sanctification 
without  offering  themselves  for  the  evangeli¬ 
zation  of  the  world  ? 

To  turn  from  all  figures  of  speech  to  the 
baldest  statement,  all  agree  that  the  growth 
of  the  Kingdom  in  its  intension  will  be  marked 
by  an  increasing  love  of  Christ  and  a  grow¬ 
ing  loyalty  to  his  words.  But  Christ  s  love 
for  us  brought  him  from  the  joys  of  heaven 
to  be  the  Teacher,  Companion,  and  Saviour 
of  sinful  men  on  our  distant  planet.  How 
can  Christlike  love  increase  in  our  hearts  and 
we  remain  indifferent  to  the  sufferings  of  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Africa  and  Asia? 
How  can  our  loyalty  to  the  words  of  Christ 
Increase  and  we  remain  disobedient  to  his 
last  command  and  entreaty  to  go  into  all  the 
world  and  disciple  all  the  nations  ? 


/|UR  Father  which  art  in  heaven. 
Hallowed  be  thy  name,  Thy  kingdom 

come. 

—MATTHEW  6.  9,  10. 
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Back  of  every  great  movement  is  an  idea. 
Before  the  world  was  made,  God  formed  the 
idea  of  creation.  And  the  missionary  move¬ 
ment  is  as  creative  an  idea  as  the  idea  and  work  of 
creation  itself.  It  is  a  supernatural  idea ;  it  is  God’s 
great  thought ;  and  there  never  was  a  mind,  other  than  a 
Christian  mind,  that  conceived  of  a  God  great  enough 
to  love  all  the  world,  and  to  send  his  Son  into  the 
world  to  die  for  ail  the  world.  It  has  taken  the 
thought  of  God  to  expand  the  intellect  of  man 
large  enough  to  take  in  this  great  love  of  God,  with 
all  its  patience,  with  all  its  forbearance  and  hopeful¬ 
ness,  with  all  its  love  and  sympathy,  that  has  led  to 
the  regeneration  of  man. 

—BISHOP  E.  R.  HENDRIX. 


